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(5) An indication1 of the date which in the absence of the
more striking evidence that we have quoted would be valuable
occurs in in. 4. 174, where the old line " I smell the blood of an
English man," quoted thus in one of Nash's pamphlets, 1596,
and in other works, is changed to " a British man." The change
must, one would think, have been deliberate. It was probably
made in allusion to James's accession3 to the crown of Great
Britain in 1603.

II.

ANOTHER THEORY AS TO THE DATE.

It must be added that some critics assign the composition
of Lear to the end of 1604 or the early part of 1605, on these
grounds. There was an old play of King Leir and /its Three
Daughters. It was entered3 on the Stationers' Register in 1594

1 This aspect of the subject has been worked out, and the evidence
collected, mainly by Malonc.

3 Cf. some complimentary lines addressed to James in 1603, before
his arrival in London, by the poet Daniel:

" Shake hands with union, O them mightie state,
Now thou art all great Britain, and no more,
No Scot, no English now, nor no debate/'

Cf. too the distinct allusion in Macbeth^ iv. i. 120, 121, to James's
accession to the English throne, which shows that that play was not
written before 1603.

In iv. 6. 231 the Folio has English where the Quartos have British.
It is not easy to explain the discrepancy because we do not know the
relation of the Folio to the Quartos. But the line is obviously far less
significant than in. 4. 174, since the latter was a. well-known quotation,
and a marked change in a familiar line can scarcely have been acci-
dental.

3 Presumably it was printed then, but no copy of that edition is
extant.